HA-822 c. early 19th century
LAURETTA HARRIS HOUSE
Havre de Grace, Md.

There are many small houses on alley sites in Havre de Grace but the
Lauretta Harris house is possibly the only one constructed of brick left.
It is one and one half stories high, two bays wide and two bays deep with
brick laid in common bond. The house has a gable roof with the ridge parallel
to the street and a long, north ward slope giving the structure a brick salt
box appearance from the west (alley) elevation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small, detached, brick dwelling is located on the corner of
Freedom Alley at 549 Lafayette Street, facing south. It is one-and-one-
half stories high, two bays wide and two bays deep with brick laid in
common bond. The old walls of the house are being covered gradually
with new brick which now reaches the second floor in some places. Most
of the first floor windows are incorporated into the new facade. A one
story, cinder-block addition which appears to have replaced a wood porch
is on the northeast wall. On the east elevation above the addition is
a small triangular section where the wall is clapboard.

Most windows are one-over-one light, double hung sash; however,
the two second floor facade windows and gable end windows are smaller
than those on the first floor. Alterations in the brick on the south
end, east elevation indicate there was once a window opening there.

The entrance door with a stone sill beneath it is located in
the east bay of the south elevation; it is modern with three diamond
shaped lights.

The house has a gable roof with the ridge parallel to the street
and a long, northward slope giving the structure the appearance of a
brick salt box from the west (alley) elevation. Although covered with
tar paper, the roof retains its earlier wood shingles.

On the facade is a narrow, one stretcher course brick cornice
with a narrow fascia board above it. A brick chimney stack is centered
near the end of the north slope of the roof.

The house has a small overgrown garden in the back.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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There are many small nouses on alley sites in Havre de Grace
but the Lauretta Harris house is possibly the only one constructed of
brick left. The 1798 tax list for Harford County mentions several one-
story brick buildings of the same size as this one. The chain of title
for this building appears to have some early land deeds missing;thus
it is not possible to trace the lot on which the building stands back
farther than 1837.

Alley houses and those built on the corner of alleys have many
characteristics in common. Besides their location, their size and scale
are usually the same: no more than one-and-a-half stories high, two
to three bays wide and two rooms deep. Another characteristic they share

.is their plain and simple details of fenestration, entrances, roof treat-
ant and so forth. Many of this simple type of dwelling was used for ten-

ement housing and may be connected with the Black History of the commun-

ity. The Lauretta Harris House is a good example of such an early

19th, or possibly 18th, century small dwelling; its shape and material--

a brick saltbox--make it unusual.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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HA - 822 LAURETTA HARRIS HOUSE Deed Records

HDC 755 566  August 4, 1967

Grantors: Grayson Woodberry and Mary Hollahan Woodbury, his wife
Grantee: Edna M. Poole

"part of lot #443 and strip for ingress and egress"

SWC 221 471 January 11, 1932
Grantor: John Walsh
Grantee: Edward Hollahan

JAR 166 112 October 28, 1919
Grantor: Annie C. Vandiver
Grantee: John Walsh

ALJ 9 5 May 22, 1857
Grantor: Henry Archer, trustee
Grantee: Robert Vandiver
Equity Case: Jacob Tome et. al., creditors of James Boyd, complainants;
Richard Brown, defendant
Saleof 15 lots May 18, 1849
Lot 631 (lot 631 part of 1ot 443 on Hopper Map of
Havre de Grace)
$13.00 per lot

HD 22 339 September 7, 1839

Grantor: Dr. John Boyd

Grantees: Julianna Hall and Washington P. Chase
$3,100 for 13 lots, 443 mentioned

HD 20 275 November 13, 1837

Grantor: John Stump, trustee for Mark Pringle
Grantee: Washington P. Chase

31 lots mentioned, H - 361 among them



o | N .
R
3
(.
ey
ne e 4
L i
-.QVv. il
*. 1
-
4

Garre!

‘ I3 e hat
g v S A e i
...... .l P \.m‘ 1
vy
. i K __%
N & /»
- Y L W
3 Ll i i
o
! ful s ¥,

a{awa$sces»¢&eeeﬂwo

Lighthouse

e

~g200."

e s St 10 b S e R

eek
onsolidated Sch

lavre de (irace

3







LAURETTA HARRIS HouSE Ha- 822
Suq LoJa.que S+, Havve de Gvace

Wariow Momton , Auqust 1976
Soudbwwest elavahion




